San Diego Education Research Alliance (SanDERA)
at the University of California, San Diego (UCSD)

The San Diego Education Research Alliance (SanDERA) is a newly-created partnership between the
University of California at San Diego (UCSD) and the San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD)
dedicated to conducting relevant, targeted policy research in order to inform, support, and sustain
high-quality educational opportunities for all students in San Diego and beyond. It was established
to formalize and focus the longstanding research relationship between the district and university,
support the articulation of a shared research agenda linked to the district’s strategic goals and
initiatives, and provide a structure for conducting ongoing research and sharing findings.

During the ten-year period prior to the creation of SanDERA, a UCSD team based in the Department
of Economics worked collaboratively with SDUSD to identify and study timely and relevant policy
questions of interest to teachers, administrators, and parents in SDUSD, and also to the statewide
and national education research communities. Led by Julian Betts, Professor and Chair of the
department, the team has published a series of books, academic papers, research summaries, and
briefings exploring the determinants of achievement in the district, the impact of literacy reforms,
the multifaceted forms of school choice in San Diego, how the California High School Exit
Examination has affected students, and, in ongoing projects, Career and Technical Education (CTE)
and the effects of the use of diagnostic testing provided by the Mathematics Diagnostic Testing
Project.

In May 2010, SanDERA was established as an independent research entity based at UCSD -
governed by a formal Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between SDUSD and UCSD that provides
clear delineation of function and data security provisions. The structure and function of the
SanDERA are based, in part, on similar entities such as the Consortium on Chicago School Research
(http://ccsr.uchicago.edu/content/index.php) and the Research Alliance for New York City Schools
(http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/research alliance). The research team at UCSD, now under the
SanDERA umbrella, continues to be directed by Professor Betts, supported by Mr. Andrew Zau,
Senior Statistician, and Dr. Karen Volz Bachofer, former Executive Director of SDUSD’s Research
and Evaluation Division, who joined UCSD in 2009. Key to SanDERA’s success are two SDUSD
administrators - Mr. Ron Rode, Executive Director of the Office of Accountability, and Dr. Peter Bell,
Director of the Research and Reporting Department. It should be noted that SDUSD maintains an
arm’s length relationship with UCSD when it comes to study outcomes and publications. That is, the
district provides frequent input, including valuable insights that inform research findings and
ensure accuracy, but it does not influence conclusions drawn by the researchers.

The UCSD/SDUSD research partnership has benefited from the financial support of numerous
entities, including the U.S. Department of Education, the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC),
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Atlantic
Philanthropies, the Girard Foundation, the California Academic Partnership Program, and others.
PPIC, at which Betts is an Adjunct Fellow and a 2009-10 Bren Fellow, has been particularly
supportive - publishing several books and related materials summarizing research findings
emanating from the collaborative work.
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